MKS II kabuki system
The curtain drops, the show begins!
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device and power
distribution

What is a kabuki system?
A kabuki system serves the purpose of lowering an object during
the course of an event or a performance at a precisely fixed time.
In most cases this is a curtain, a covering or a net (e.g. filled with
balloons which then float down onto the people below).
The effect is impressive and is deployed to unveil new products or
to create a particular effect on stage.

How it started
The principle sounds simple but the previous systems on the market were complicated and unreliable. This was Ulrich Werkmann's
experience with major productions over a number of years. The
risk was considerable that the dramatic highlight of an event would
fail. This is why he developed a completely innovative principle –
the MKSII system. This system was deployed for the first time in
2000 by Procon Company (world market leader in event technology hire) for its customer Buena Vista. For a film premiere with a
six-figure technical budget, the aim was to make sure that the highlight of the event would indeed be a highlight and not end up as a
farce.
The system was a complete success. Since then it has been
deployed on many occasions, successfully and to the complete
satisfaction of our customers.
The MKSII system can only be obtained from us. Werkmann
Showsystems is the world's sole rights-holder, manufacturer and
distributor of the system.
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Mode of operation
and advantages
The MKS II system operates using an electromagnetic clamp. The curtain is held as long as
the power supply is maintained. To drop the curtain the power supply is switched off. This releases the clamps and the curtain falls – reliable.

The advantages of the MKS II system:
Reliable
The curtain will reliable fall because no mechanical forces are
needed to lower it.
The MKS II system has an emergency power supply which
makes sure it will operate even if there is a mains power failure.

Holding situation
Power flows through the
e system

Precise
Because there is no need of mechanical forces to drop the curtain it will fall exactly by release (switch off the button).
The magnet
is energised.

Simple
No fasteners such as hooks, rings or strips are needed on the
curtain.
No technical aids or tools are required for installation.

The clamp is
closed, the
curtain is held.

Effective
The MKS II system can be installed and dismantled by one person. To install a system with 10 release devices, including fastening the curtain, takes about 60 minutes.

Safe

Released
The power flow is interru
upted

The magnet
loses its
holding force.

The clamp is
open, the
curtain falls.

Only the curtain falls; no mechanical parts such as metal clips,
magnetic plates, hooks or rings are dropped. This ensures the
greatest possible safety for all involved.

Flexible
The MKS II system has a loading capacity of 55 kg per release
device. We recommend that a release device be placed every
2.5 - 3 metres.
The innovative principle of the MKS II system opens up new
areas of application. You can hang curtains under tension (e.g.
to create a projection surface or for the 3-dimensional enclosure
of objects).
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Power supply unit
with back-up battery.
Technical data:
Connection:
Output:
Capacity:
Backup:
Interrupters:
Size:
Weight:

230 V~
24-27 V
30 release devices
2H for 30 release devices
4H for 15 release devices
4
19'' rack 3HE
13,8 Kg

The power supply unit incorporates two
functions.
1. The power pack which transforms the
220 V mains voltage to the required 24 V
and supplies the four power circuits.
2. A battery pack which in the event of a
power failure provides the voltage for
the release devices. The battery pack
also enables the system to be temporarily operated without a mains connection.
With the switches on the front, which are
protected against inadvertent operation,
you can throw up to four independent circuits. The LEDs above the switches indicate whether a circuit is active.
A mains voltage indicator shows whether
the mains power supply is running or
whether emergency power is being used.
All data and information is subject to change in
respect of system design. (Status: 06/03)
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MKS II kabuki
release device
Technical data:
Loading capacity: Maximum permissible
loading 55 kg
Max. clamping
range:
6 mm
Weight:
1.5 kg
Voltage:
24 V
Output:
2.1 W
Tube diameter:
48-50 mm

The MKS II release device is the key unit
in the kabuki system. At its centre is located the electromagnet with the associated
holding plate. When voltage is applied the
holding plate is pressed onto the magnet
and holds the curtain as if in a clamp.
The individual release devices are connected with each other in series via the distribution box input and output. The distribution box also features a button for
releasing the magnet. This means that an
individual release device can be opened
without interrupting the entire circuit.
The release device can be fastened to
tubes with diameters of 48-50 mm by
means of the aluminium clip.
As a result of the positive-engagement
design, lateral or vertical tension can be
exerted on the release device.

All data and information is subject to changes in
respect of design. (Status 06/03)
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References
Projects (a selection)
Buena Vista film premiere of Mulan in Cologne
Buena Vista film premiere of Tarzan in Munich with Phil Collins
Buena Vista film premiere for End of Days with Arnold
Schwarzenegger
100 years of ABB at the Maimarkt in Mannheim
System for the Modern Talking concert tour in 2000
Permanent installation at Zurich Opera House

Customer Comments:
Zurich Opera House
Quote: "Our previous system has reached its end, we are switching
completely to your MKS II system and would like to order... further
MKS II release devices in order to complete our stage equipment."

Procon Multimedia AG
Quote: "Since we have been able to offer your MKS II system our
customers are really keen on kabuki effects and your system is
always fully booked up."

Wüst GmbH
Quote: "We have created some excellent effects with your MKS II
system. In particular for Mercedes we have staged spectacular
unveilings which all functioned. Do you have any other effects to
offer?

A caller
Quote: "We have been trying for a week to hire your system from
any possible source but it is always completely booked up. We
want to use your MKS II system, please send us an offer."

Werkmann Show-Systems | Bertold Werkmann | Vilbeler Landstraße 36 | 60386 Frankfurt am Main | Germany
Fon: ++49 (0) 69 - 40 80 39-21 | Fax: ++49 (0) 69 - 40 80 39 22 | Email: info@show-systems.de | Web: www.show-systems.de

Productdesrciption
MKS II kabuki system

Applications
The high loading capacity of the MKS II release devices
and the design principle of the system permit numerous

applications which are not possible, or only to a limited
extent, with other systems. Some examples:

Standard kabuki
Several curtains or coverings can be dropped, at the same time or
in sequence.

Unveiling (without Visual)
(By means of counterweights)
A cover is held on the ground by MKS II release
devices and when released it is drawn away in
the required direction by means of a pulley and
counterweights.

Double kabuki

Kabuki screen
A projection surface/movie screen is hoisted and held by release
devices above and below. The screen is dropped to reveal the
stage behind.

The double kabuki provides a solution when the
space available on stage is restricted. A curtain is
fastened to the ceiling with two power circuits. On
the first release the curtain descends from the
ceiling and conceals the view onto the stage. On
the second release the curtain drops completely
down from the ceiling and opens up the view again.

Float-down
Light objects (balloons, confetti etc.) are held in a net (or cloth) by
the MKS II system. On release the light objects drop out and float
down.
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